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INTRODUCTION 


Despite  hard  economic  times  in  1991,  the  number  of  fatal  farm 
injuries  in  Alberta  dropped.  Fifteen  people  died  in  1991,  as  a  result 
of  farm  injuries.  Although  this  number  is  a  decrease  of  only  one 
from  1990,  it  is  encouraging,  as  too  often  economic  difficulties  are 
reflected  in  high  mortality  rates  in  Agriculture. 

Another  encouraging  fact  is  that  child  fatalities  dropped  from  eight 
in  1 990  to  two  in  1991. 

We  must  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  private  sector  participants 
in  safety  programs;  NOVA  Corporation,  TransAlta  Utilities,  John 
Deere  Limited,  Alberta  Women's  Institutes  and  Women  of  Unifarm 
who  conduct  an  annual  farm  safety  hike. 

TABLE  1 

FARM  FATALITIES,  1981  -  1991 


YEAR  NUMBER        %  CHANGE  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR 


1981 

32 

14 

1982 

27 

-16 

1983 

27 

0 

1984 

25 

-  7 

1985 

29 

16 

1986 

13 

-55 

1987 

18 

38 

1988 

12 

-33 

1989 

13 

8 

1990 

16 

23 

1991 

15 

-7 

227 


SOURCES:  Office  of  the  Chief  Medical  Examiner,  Alberta  Transportation, 
Edmonton  Journal,  Edmonton  Sun  and  Monitoring  Hospitals. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


AGE  GROUP  OF  VICTIMS  

Ten  of  the  fatalities  (  67%  )  involved  persons  45  years  and  over. 
This  high  rate  echoes  the  1980s  when,  on  average,  1 1  deaths 
occurred  per  year  in  this  age  group. 

Two  of  the  victims  (  13%  )  were  children,  compared  to  eight  child 
fatalities  in  1 990. 

TYPES  OF  AGENTS  

Farm  machinery  claimed  the  majority  of  lives  and  was  responsible 
for  ten  fatalities  (  53%  ).  Eight  of  these  fatalities  involved  tractors 
or  front  end  loaders. 

MONTH  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

Forty  seven  per  cent  (  7  )  of  all  fatalities  occurred  in  May  and  July; 
the  busy  seeding  and  haying  seasons. 

WHERE  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

Eight  of  the  fatalities  occurred  in  farm  fields,  four  in  farmyards,  two 
on  roadways  and  one  In  a  ditch. 

ACTIVITIES  OF  VICTIMS 


The  majority  of  victims  were  performing  activities  involving  machinery 
or  vehicles.  At  the  time  of  their  deaths,  eight  persons  were  operating 
machinery  or  a  vehicle  and  one  was  an  extra  rider  on  a  tractor. 


HOW  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

Sixty  seven  per  cent  (  10  )  of  the  victims  were  run  over  or  crushed  by 
tractors,  machinery  or  vehicles. 

February,  1992 
Farm  Safety  Program 
Alberta  Agriculture 
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FARM  FATALITIES 

1981  -  1991 
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AGE  GROUP  OF  VICTIMS 

1991  FARM  FATALITIES 


35  to  44  (13%) 


MONTH  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 
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HOW  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 

1991  FARM  FATALITIES 

Struck  or  dragged  by  animal  (13%) 


Crushed  by  bale,  dirt, 
garden  tractor  (20%) 


Rollover/thrown  from  truck  or 
rock  picking  equipment  (13%) 


Tractor  collision 
on  roadway  (7%) 


Crushed  by,  thrown  from  or 
rollover  by  tractor  -  includes  two 
front  end  loaders  (40%) 
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AGENTS  INVOLVED 

1991  FARM  FATALITIES 

Vehicle  (7%) 


F.E.  loader 


Tractor  (40%) 
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WHERE  ACCIDENTS  OCCURRED 


1991  FARM  FATALITIES 
Field  (53%)  


AGRICULTURAL  REGION 

1991  FARM  FATALITIES 
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